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In August, after a two-year delay, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) declassified over 300
documents relating to human rights violations in Honduras during the 1980s. However, the
documents are of little value in prosecuting the 184 cases of forced disappearances and other human
rights abuses attributed to the military during that period. Human Rights Commissioner Leo
Valladares requested all relevant information from US government agencies in 1995, specifically
data concerning the infamous Battalion 3-16, a CIA-supported intelligence unit within the Honduran
military that functioned as a death squad (see NotiSur, 12/10/93, 01/13/95, 08/04/95).
The Honduran military has not cooperated in Valladares's investigation, nor in the capture and
prosecution of officers charged in kidnapping, torture, and disappearance cases. Thus, Valladares
and the prosecutors believed only the US could supply documentary evidence. CIA spokeswoman
Carolyn Osborn said the two-year delay was caused by the heavy workload of the agency's inspector
general and the need to ensure that none of the documents reveals the identities of Honduran
informants working for the CIA.
The agency has an ethical and legal obligation to protect sources that have cooperated with the
agency," said Osborn. "In the review process, the CIA cannot authorize the release of information
which could identify and endanger a source and/or potential sources elsewhere in the world."

Human Rights Commissioner says documents are worthless
After reviewing the heavily censored documents, Valladares declared them "almost useless."
He said they raised more questions than they answered and contained little information on the
activities of Battalion 3-16. They did, however, help confirm the close association between the CIA
and Battalion 3-16. One document, for example, mentions a CIA agent who was present during a
torture and interrogation session and who suggested questions to be put to the detainee.
While they contained no names of human rights violators belonging to the Honduran military and
security forces, the documents contained detailed information on alleged Honduran subversives.
Human rights activists are concerned that the military, which received copies of the CIA documents,
might take action against some of those named. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 05/22/97; Reuter,
08/06/97; Central America Update, 05/17/97-05/23/97, 08/30/97-09/05/97)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

